
Non-Dense Breasts Dense Breasts

BREAST CANCER FACTSBREAST CANCER FACTS
Up to 50% of U.S. women have dense
breasts, which can complicate the early
detection of breast cancer. 

Mammograms can miss up to HALF of
cancers in women with dense breasts. 

Additional screening methods exist but
often are NOT covered by insurance. 

The State Employee Health Plan covers
100% of the cost for Ultrasounds and MRIs
for women who need supplemental screening.

71% of breast cancers are diagnosed in
women with dense breasts.

As a result, women with dense
breasts tend to get late diagnoses, 

have lower survival rates, and 
higher costs of care.

Lack of insurance coverage
prevents ACCESS and 
delays DETECTION.

Lack of insurance coverage
prevents ACCESS and 
delays DETECTION.

The full cost of a mammogram is
covered by insurance. The cost of
supplemental screening is not. 

Private insurers do NOT cover the cost 
of supplemental screening. 

39 states require
insurance coverage for

supplemental screening. 

Follow us and our partners to learn more!

On a mammogram, dense tissue appears
as white. Cancer also appears as white,
making it difficult for radiologists to see
cancer in dense breasts, which can lead
to later-stage diagnoses.

Legislation CAN change this.
NORTH CAROLINA 

ISN’T ONE OF THEM.
NORTH CAROLINA 

ISN’T ONE OF THEM.

Supplemental screening and enhanced
imaging increase the early detection of
breast cancer, saving countless lives and
exorbitant costs of later-stage cancer care.
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